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Judicial Council of Georgia 
 Access to Justice Committee Meeting 

May 7th, 2025 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

 
Join us on ZOOM:  

https://georgiacourts-gov.zoom.us/j/84747675925?pwd=kPLaN23tu6gHcfGwECm9GoFpb8EAmb.1  
Meeting ID: 847 4767 5925 

Passcode: 315837 
 

Meeting Starts @ 12 noon 
Welcome and Introductions – Justice Verda Colvin- 10 mins 
Written Reports- Summary of February 12, 2025 

SAVE THE DATES – Upcoming Events 
ABA Equal Justice Conference: May 15 – 17, 2025 in San Fransico, CA 

Annual Diversity of Bars(DOB) Meeting: June 7th, 12:30pm in Ponte Verda, FL 

ABA ATJ National Conference: October 15th – 17th in Atlanta, GA 

Upcoming A2J Committee Meeting Date: August 13th, 2025, at the AOC Ratley Conference Room  

A2J Committee Project and Community Updates 
I. White Paper/Carl Vinson Update - Justice Colvin -7 mins 

II. Court Notice Working Group Update – Emily Spears – 3 mins  

III. GLSP Legal Kiosk Update – Mitzy Sharp Futro – 5 mins 

IV.  Forms Working Group Update – GSU Law Student Presentation - 20 mins 

V. Joint A2J & ATJ Committee Initiatives Update – 10 minutes 

Status of Law Student Practice & 3rd Year Practice Act – Judge Sara Doyle 

Incentivize Pro Bono for CLE Credit – Karlise Grier 

VI. Law Library Project Update – Darlene Kelley & Naija Bridges – 10 mins 

VII. Old Business – Law Day Events 

VIII. New Business – Committee on Regulatory Reform, Commitments to DOB 

 

Meeting Expected end time 1:20-1:30pm 

http://www.georgiacourts.gov/
https://georgiacourts-gov.zoom.us/j/84747675925?pwd=kPLaN23tu6gHcfGwECm9GoFpb8EAmb.1


Judicial Council of Georgia 

Standing Committee on Access to Justice 
Wednesday, February 12th, 2025  

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  
Conference Call Login:  

https://georgiacourts-gov.zoom.us/rec/share/I_kyzcPC0LYYCo-xxaNg6wgu-
MilsmaTBweKyfXdVWcCUEbXWnUYipHEHSs-4wOa.3AWMwJJRRj4BV8P5  

Passcode: BVR7vJ#*  
 

In-Person Attendees: Vice Chair-Judge Sara Doyle, Judge Belinda Edwards, Rachel Barnhard, 
Mazie Lynn Guertin, Judge Cassandra Kirk, Doug Ammar, Emily Spears, Wade Askew, Judge 
Tabitha Ponder, Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez, Deonte Mayfield 
 
Online Attendees: Chair – Verda Colvin, Judge Cynthia Adams, Bill Adams, Sharon V. Edenfield, 
Terrica Ganzy, Judge Brendon Shaw Rhodes, Judge Pierce Hand-Seitz, Dr. Will Simmons, Judge 
Jason Thompson, Judge Chris Yokom, Nai’ja Bridges, Judge Latisha Dear Jackson, Mike 
Monahan, Judge Ryan Hope, Evan Gross, Tomieka Daniel, Rita Sheffey, Andrew Zoll, Cynthia 
Clanton  
 

Written Reports  
A motion for the minutes from November 20, 2024, committee meeting was brought to 
order. There were no objections, the minutes were approved.  
 
White Paper/Carl Vinson Update 
Justice Colvin shared this update with the committee. The study continues with Carl Vinson 
as the clerks from both the Dougherty Circuit and the Appalachian Circuit are sending over 
their data collection for the study. The data is being evaluated and analyzed by researchers 
from Carl Vinson. On average it takes the researchers between 20 minutes and 2 hours to 
go through a case. This analysis report will be the bandwidth we need to return to the state 
legislature with our white paper request to start a grant program for legal self-help centers 
in our state. Justice Bethel will be presenting the budget request of $100,000 to the budget 
committee on February 18th. Judge Kirk offered Fulton County’s Self-Help Center as another 
site for the study. Justice Colvin responded that focus of the study will be for locales in 
Georgia without neighboring legal resources for unrepresented litigants and use that to 
juxtapose counties like Fulton County with available resources. 
 
 
 

https://georgiacourts-gov.zoom.us/rec/share/I_kyzcPC0LYYCo-xxaNg6wgu-MilsmaTBweKyfXdVWcCUEbXWnUYipHEHSs-4wOa.3AWMwJJRRj4BV8P5
https://georgiacourts-gov.zoom.us/rec/share/I_kyzcPC0LYYCo-xxaNg6wgu-MilsmaTBweKyfXdVWcCUEbXWnUYipHEHSs-4wOa.3AWMwJJRRj4BV8P5


Court Notices Working Group Update 
Emily Spears shared the update with the committee. The working group has worked closely 
with a national partner on this initiative, Ideas 4s, and many other stakeholders. The 
working group presented on CMS (Case management system) recommendations to improve 
appearance rates. Following the presentation of materials from this working group, 
committee members offered suggestions to include ADA language and practices to include 
people with disabilities. Once the language suggestions have been included in the materials 
the working group will then meet with Sean Golan and the CMS project team to discuss the 
implementation of these recommendations for court notices.  
 
You can find the PowerPoint and recommendations in our meeting materials. 

   
SRL Forms Working Group Update   
Deonte Mayfield shared the update with the committee. The legitimation packet is in its 
final format and was presented to the committee. The Superior Court judges in this working 
group agreed to support this packet for approval usage in Superior court. The Judge Cythnia 
Adams and Judge Latisha Dear Jackson will present this packet to CSCJ.  Judge Jason 
Thompson shared the update on the model disposition forms. These model forms are 
shared amongst different stakeholders and groups (i.e PAC, GACDL) for any feedback. This 
working group will meet to discuss the feedback, if any, and plan a strategy forward to get 
these forms approved by CSCJ. Judge Kirk shared the update on the Landlord-Tenant Forms. 
These forms were handed over to Judge Wolf and the Forms committee within CMCJ. We 
are awaiting a response to these forms.  
 
Joint A2J & ATJ Committee Initiative Update 
Judge Sara Doyle shared the update with the committee. Judge Doyle and any members 
that are interested will seek communication with the various law schools to create a 
program for law students to engage in pro bono work and serve unrepresented litigants. 
Judge Tabitha Ponder shared a contact, Billie Jo Kaufman from Mercer Law, as someone to 
help organize this A2J network. Alex Eichenbaum from GSU was also mentioned as another 
potential collaborator on this initiative. A correction was made from the last committee 
meeting on the expiration of the Supreme Court Rule for Law Student Practice with the help 
of the legal team at the AOC. Deonte will gather potential dates to meet with those 
interested in this initiative going forward. Judge Doyle and Karlise Grier shifted the 
discussion to the Pro Bono for CLE credit initiative. Currently, we are waiting for a Supreme 
Court vote on the new CLE credit rule and its adoption, as this will have some affect on the 
number of pro bono hours for CLE credit.  

 
 
 



Law Library Project Update  
Director Bridges shared the update with the committee. Recently, the center hosted a 
utilities clinic at the courthouse with the attended support of Judge Ponder and Deonte. 
Also, Rachel Barnhard visited the center during this clinic and witnessed the service of the 
center. The center is planning for its next gala event on April 25th in Albany, GA. More 
logistics to be finalized.  

 
Old Business  
No old business 
 
New Business  
Rachel Barnhard shared a proper introduction to the Georgia Bar Foundation and its new 
website. Rachel updated the committee on its upcoming grant application cycle which will 
open later this year. The Foundation’s website was placed on display for all committee 
members to view.  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 



Rural Access to Justice

March 13, 2025

Alternative Spring Break



Alternative Spring Breakers:

•Raphaëla Aleman (trip leader)
•Destiny Kimani (trip leader)
•Jack Breslin
•Philip Garnett
•Joseph Hernandez
•Noah Kroeger
•Sarah Pechenik
•Mia Plachkinova
•Ava Smith
•Sean Wills



•Alex Eichenbaum
•Cari King and all GLSP Advocates
•Hon. Tabitha Ponder
•Deonte Mayfield
•Hon. Shawn Rhodes
• Tiffany Uke
•Hon. Deah Warren
•Hon. Catherine Salinas 
•Susan Coppedge

Special Thanks to:







Project Introduction



•Create a video transcript using generative AI
•Optimize video resources and accessibility
• Integrate an AI chatbot to answer common questions

Proposed Solutions:



Video Transcript



Parenting Plan Proposal



Parenting Plan Proposal



Domestic Relations Financial Affidavit



Video Optimization



Timestamps



AI Chatbot

Hey there! I am a bot, and I am here 
to help you fill out your petition for 
legitimation in Georgia. 
Do you have any specific questions?

do I need a DNA test?

No, you do not need a DNA test for 
the legitimation petition. 
If you want to request one, you can 
check box 15(b). 
If you do not want to request a DNA 
test, then check box 15(c)

cool, thanks

How should I split custody of 
my children with my ex?

I’m sorry but that’s a question I can’t 
answer. I recommend you speak to 
an attorney to determine the best 
option for you.
Would you like me to give you some 
references?

okay but free lawyers only 

Certainly. Here is the contact 
information for the Georgia Legal 
Services Program… 



Thank you!

Alternative Spring Break
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