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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 

UNIFORM RULES OF SUPERIOR COURT
Rule 4.2. Entry of appearance and pleadings. 
No attorney shall appear in that capacity before a superior court until the attorney has entered an appearance by filing a signed entry of appearance form or by filing a signed pleading in a pending action. An entry of appearance and all pleadings shall state: 

(1) the style and number of the case; 

(2) the identity of the party for whom the appearance is made; and 

(3) the name, assigned state bar number, and current office address, and telephone number, fax number, and email address  of the attorney (the attorney’s email address shall be the email address registered with the State Bar of Georgia). 
The filing of any pleading shall contain the information required by this paragraph and shall constitute an appearance by the person(s) signing such pleading, unless otherwise specified by the court. The filing of a signed entry of appearance alone shall not be a substitute for the filing of an answer or any other required pleading. The filing of an indictment or accusation shall constitute an entry of appearance by the district attorney. 

Any attorney who has been admitted to practice in this state but who fails to maintain active membership in good standing in the State Bar of Georgia and who makes or files any appearance or pleading in a superior court of this state while not in good standing shall be subject to the contempt powers of the court. 

Within forty eight hours after being retained, an attorney shall mail to the court and opposing counsel or file with the court the entry of his appearance in the pending matter. Failure to timely file shall not prohibit the appearance and representation by said counsel. 

Rule 6. Motions in Civil Actions.
Rule 6.2. Reply.
  

Unless otherwise ordered by the judge, each party opposing a motion shall serve and file a response, reply memorandum, affidavits, or other responsive material not later than 30 days after service of the motion. [In state court, see State Court Rule 6.2.]  Such response shall include or be accompanied by citations of supporting authorities and, where allegations of unstipulated facts are relied upon, supporting affidavits, or citations to evidentiary materials of record.
Rule 16.1. Leaves for Thirty (30) Calendar Days or Less.
An attorney of record shall be entitled to a leave of absence for thirty days or less from court appearance in pending matters which are neither on a published calendar for court appearance, nor noticed for a hearing during the requested time, by submitting to the clerk of the court  central conflict registry at www.courtdateapp.com at least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the effective date for the proposed leave, a written notice containing: 

  (a) a list of the actions to be protected, including the action numbers; 

  (b) the reason for leave of absence; and 

  (c) the duration of the requested leave of absence. 

Upon submission of the proposed notice of leave of absence to the central registry, a  A .pdf copy of the notice shall automatically be generated and attached to an email which  shall be sent, contemporaneously, to the judge before whom an action is pending, the clerk of the court in the county in which the action is pending, and all opposing counsel. Unless opposing counsel files a written objection within ten (10) days with the clerk of the court, with a copy to the court and all counsel of record, or the court responds denying the leave of absence, such leave will stand granted without entry of an order. If objection is filed, the court, upon request of any counsel, will conduct a conference with all counsel to determine whether the court will, by order, grant the requested leave of absence. 

The clerk of the court shall retain leave of absence notices in a chronological file for two (2) calendar years; thereafter, the notices may be discarded. 

Rule 17.1. Method of resolution.
(A) An attorney shall not be deemed to have a conflict unless:

(1) the attorney is lead counsel in two or more of the actions affected; and,

(2) the attorney certifies that the matters cannot be adequately handled, and the client’s interest adequately protected, by other counsel for the party in the action or by other attorneys in lead counsel’s firm; certifies that in spite of compliance with this rule, the attorney has been unable to resolve these conflicts; and certifies in the notice a proposed resolution by list of such cases in the order of priority specified by this rule.

(B) When an attorney is scheduled for a day certain by trial calendar, special setting or court order to appear in two or more courts (trial or appellate; state or federal), the attorney shall give prompt written notice as specified in (A) above of the conflict to opposing counsel, to the clerk of each court and to the judge before whom each action is set for hearing (or, to an appropriate judge if there has been no designation of a presiding judge). by submitting to the central conflict registry at www.courtdateapp.com. The written notice submission shall contain the attorney’s proposed resolution of the appearance conflicts in accordance with the priorities established by this rule and shall set forth the order of cases to be tried with a listing of the date and data required by (B)(1)-(4) as to each case arranged in the order in which the cases should prevail under this rule. In the absence of objection from opposing counsel or the courts affected, the proposed order of conflict resolution shall stand as offered. Should a judge wish to change the order of cases to be tried, such notice shall be given promptly after agreement is reached between the affected judges. Attorneys confronted by such conflicts are expected to give written notice via the central conflict registry notice such that it will be received at least seven (7) days prior to the date of conflict. Absent agreement, conflicts shall be promptly resolved by the judge or the clerk of each affected court in accordance with the following order of priorities:

(1) Criminal (felony) actions shall prevail over civil actions.  Criminal actions in which a demand for speedy trial has been timely filed pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§ 17-7-170 and/or 17-7-171 shall automatically take precedence over all other actions unless otherwise directed by the Court in which the speedy trial demand is pending;

(2) Jury trials shall prevail over non-jury matters, including trials and administrative proceedings; 

(3) Within the category of non-jury matters, the following will have priority: (a) parental terminations,  (b) trials, (c) all other non-jury matters including appellate arguments, hearings and conferences;

(4) Within each of the above categories only, the action which was first filed shall take precedence.

(C) Conflict resolution shall not require the continuance of the other matter or matters not having priority. In the event any matter listed in the letter notice is disposed of prior to the scheduled time set for any other matter listed or subsequent to the scheduled time set but prior to the end of the calendar, the attorney shall immediately notify all affected parties, including the court affected, of the disposal and shall, absent good cause shown to the court, proceed with the remaining case or cases in which the conflict was resolved by the disposal in the order of priorities as set forth heretofore.

Rule 39.7. Required forms. 
The forms listed below, except SC 6 and SC 6.1, shall be required for use in all superior courts in this state.  SC6 and SC 6.1 may be used in all superior courts in this state: 
SC 1 Summons 
SC 2 Sheriffs Entry of Service 
SC 3 Service by Publication 
SC 4 Notice of Publication 
SC 5 Writ of Fieri Facias 
SC 6 Final Disposition Felony Confinement Form Sentence (Criminal) (to include “If you are convicted of a  crime involving violence where you are or were a spouse, intimate partner, parent, or guardian of the victim or are or were involved in another, similar relationship with the victim, it may be unlawful for you to possess or purchase a firearm including a rifle, pistol, or revolver, or ammunition, pursuant to federal law under 18 U.S.C.§ 922 (g)(9) [and/or state law])”   
SC 6.1 Final Disposition First Offender/ Conditional Discharge Sentence Form 
SC 6.2 Final Disposition Felony/Probation/Split Sentence

SC 6.3 Final Disposition Misdemeanor Sentence

SC 6.4 Index and Inventory of Special Conditions of Probation
SC 7 Exemplification 
SC 8 Witness Subpoena 
SC 9 Subpoena for the Production of Evidence 
SC 9.1 Subpoena for the Production of Evidence at a Deposition 
SC 13 Civil Case Initiation Form   
SC 14 Civil Case Disposition Form 

Rule 47. Head coverings. 

(a) All members of the public traveling through courthouse security are permitted to wear head coverings for medical or religious reasons. Individuals wearing such head coverings may be subject to the possibility of additional security screening, which may include a pat-down search of the head covering, or the individual will be offered the opportunity and may be required to remove the head covering in a private screening area by an officer of the same gender.
(b) Judges have authority to control decorum in the courtroom, including directing the manner and mode of dress of anyone who appears therein.  Persons who appear in court are expected to dress appropriately.   Head coverings and hats are generally not permitted in courtrooms, however, judges have discretion to allow head coverings if worn for medical, religious, or other appropriate reasons.  

Rule 48. Adoption. 

A Superior Court judge should conduct a final hearing on a petition for adoption pursuant to OCGA 19-8-4 within fifteen days of receipt by the judge of certification by the petitioner or petitioner’s counsel that all statutory requirements are complete. However, a final hearing shall not be conducted before the forty-fifth day after filing the petition unless the court, after receiving such certification, determines that conducting the hearing in less than forty-five days is in the best interest of the child.

In order to expedite the hearing of an uncontested adoption, a judge may, with the consent of the petitioner or petitioner’s counsel, conduct a final hearing in any county in the judge’s circuit regardless of the county in which the petition was filed. 
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